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compromise acceptable both to the Huguenots
and to the orthodox. But of such a compromise
the necessary conditions were, first, mutual tolera-
tion, and secondly, a calm discussion of the points at
issue. The Chancellor persuaded the Queen-Mother
to assent to an edict, known as the Edict of January,
by which all breaches of the public peace were strictly
forbidden; and toleration promised to the Protestant
congregations, provided that they built no new
places of worship, restored the churches they had
occupied and held no synods without the sanction of
the royal council.

But a conference of the most moderate Protestant
and Romanist theologians at Poissy disclosed the
impossibility of a compromise when the points at
issue were fundamental; and the Regent, in return
for a large subsidy, promised the clergy to maintain
the rights, privileges and orthodoxy of the Catholic
Church.

The " Edict of January/' although very note-
worthy as the first legal recognition obtained by the
Reformed Church, was merely an attempt to compel
the members of the two religions to live peaceably
together under the protection of the law.

It was intended by L'Hopital to be a temporary
expedient, lasting only till some compromise could
be effected. It did not go far enough to satisfy the
majority of the Huguenots, whose hopes had been
raised to an extravagant pitch, while it excited the
violent opposition of the Catholics and may be said
to have given the signal of civil war. Every-
where the Huguenots were exposed to violence and